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Hotel Valley Ho: Reviving A Legend
When word of the opening of Hotel Val-

ley Ho reached Hollywood in 1956,

celebri t ies streamed into Scottsdale's hip,

luxurious resort.  Yet the new hotel also
played a surprising role in history. Thanks

to  the  fo res igh t  o f  the  or ig ina l  des igners ,

the  Va l ley  Ho launched an  innovat ive

brand of guest accommodatlon that

helped cement America's post-World War

l l  romance w i th  the  au tomobi le .  l t ' s  a

marve lous  ta le .
"The Valley Ho represented a com-

p le te  sh i f t  in  ho te l  d i rec t ion , '  says  Joan

Fuda la ,  a  Scot tsda le  h is to r ian  and wr i te r

who br ings  a  un ique perspec t ive  to  the

hotel.  " ln previous years, wealthy people

made a grand entry by train and then

stayed for the entire season."

The Hotel Val ley Ho had i ts roots in

World War l l .  Arizona's sunny, dry cl imate

was perfect ly suited for f lvigg planes, so

in  the  194Os t ra in ing  bases  sprang up  a l l

over the state. Thousands of soldiers were

introduced to the area, and sleepy l i t t le

Scottsdale, then a town of ' fewer than

l,OOO residents, welcomed the airmen.

When the war ended and the boys came

home, some of them remembered Ari-

zona and returned to raise their famil ies.

About  tha t  t ime,  Scot tsda le  began to

make a  name as  an  enc lave  o f  a r t i s t i c  ta i -

ent. Painters and sculptors took up resi-

dence,  and co lo r fu l  Nat ive  Amer ican

ar twork  d rew b ig  c rowds.  Shoppers

could order jewelry direct ly from the

art ist,  observe a bracelet, belt ,  or bolo

be ing  fash ioned;  and then s t ro l l  ou t

wear ing  the i r  a r t .

Robert and Evelyn Foehl, two hotel iers

who took pride in meeting the needs of

guests, entered the Scottsdale scene.

Robert had trained at the Los Angeles Bi l t-

more, then bought the swanky San Marcos

Hotel in Chandler, and later managed the

Jokake Inn in Phoenix. Evelyn, one of the

few women in the hotel business in those

days, had run the Hacienda Del Sol in Tuc-

son. They married and together exempli-

f ied gracious Southwestern hospital i ty;

they also knew nearly everybody.

That 's  when the  p ieces  came

together. With the Foehls, Scottsdale had

the perfect hotel lers to debut a new

resort,  Investors hired Edward L. Varney,

a student of Frank Lloyd Wright, to

des ign  i t .  He and h is  assoc ia tes  took

inspirat ion from Wright by creating long

hor izon ta l  l ines  and a  h igh-ce i l inged

lobby that fostered in guests a dramatic,

th r i l l i ng  sense o f  a r r i va l .  They  focused

the hotel around a central courtyard-a

welcoming Southwestern touch-and put

in  a  poo l ,  a  lounge,  a  n igh tc lub ,  and a

restaurant. Oh, and they added some-

th ing  e lse .

A park ing  lo t .

And so the motor resort came to

town, one of the few in the world at the

time and the f irst of i ts kind in Scotts-

dale. The notion of car-oriented architec-

tu re  symbol ized  mob i l l t y  and f reedom.

Tradit ional ly, says Fudala, guests

wou ld  spend 80  percent  o f  the i r  t ime on

resort property, with rare excursions. The

Valley Ho, with i ts convenient location,

al lowed guests to amble into Scottsdale

for the evening. l ts parking lot added a

newer twist-a tr ip from lobby to lot was

easy. Now visitors could drive off to

watch  a  spr ing  t ra in ing  baseba l l  game,  o r
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Hollywood sweethearts Robert Wagner and Natalle Wood held thelr /957 weddtng receptton
at Hotel Valley Ho. FHoro atolRTESy rlcrEL \ALLEV :al

they  cou ld  en joy  tour ing  in  the j r  own
cars  a t  the i r  own pace,  w i thout  hav ing  to
wa j t  fo r  pub l i c  t ranspor ta t ion .

Arch i tec t  c r i t i c  A lan  Hess  wr i tes ,  ;
"Technology had won the wa1 and i t  was
now eras ing  seasons,  t ime,  and d is tance. , ,

Motor  cars  seemed a  benevo len t
technology, one that ref lected. starry-
eyed hope for the future. The hotel was
part of the new transportat ion architec-
ture that faci l i tated an ever-faster pace.
Many peop le  th ink  o f  the  

. t95Os 
w i th  mi ld

d isda in ,  as  though on ly  hu la  hoops and
baseball  cards were created, but what

scren t is ts  learned in  those years
redes igned the  way Amer icans  l i ved .  No
more did there have to be a central
downtown area  w i th  shops  a l l  in  one
loca t jon .  Now peop le  cou ld  move- fas t .

The Valley Ho remained open year-
round, the f irst Scottsdale resort to do so,
made poss ib le  by  the  poo l  and the
advent  o f  decent  a i r -cond i t ion ing ,  The
Foeh ls  hos ted  meet ings  and par t ies ,  wed-
d ings  and proms,  and fash ion  shows on
the  grounds-hundreds  o f  fash ion  shows
that introduced visi tors from around the
g lobe to  Ar izona cu l tu re  and s ty le .
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The advent of economical cars and

improving road networks meant famil ies

could travel and vacation together for a

week or two. No longer did vacationers

spend an entire season camped on a sin-
gle property.

The Foehls'  famous fr iends found an

oasig in Scottsdale, but regular famil ies

relaxed there as well .  The Foehls wel-

comed everybody, and everybody came.

The Valley Ho was the place to see

and be seen. Accommodations were com-

fortable, and laid-back Scottsdale resi-

dents gave celebri t ies a chance to be

themselves-something not possible in

other resort areas.

Bette Davis, Roy Rogers, and Frankie

Avalon stayed at the Valley Ho. So did

Humphrey Bogart,  Betty Grable, Cary

Grant, and Tony Curt is. Robert Wagner

and Nata l ie  Wood he ld  the i r  p r iva te

wedding reception on the Valley Ho
grounds.  When J immy Durante  cou ldn ' t

sleep, he'd sometimes sl ip into the lobby

to  t i ck le  the  ivor ies- to  the  de l igh t  o f

other sleepless guests.

The hotel was acquired by Ramada in

the early I97Os and remained fashionable

for years. But t ime and neglect took i ts

tol l ,  and the Valley Ho fel l  into sad disre-
pair.  Then, in 2OO4 Westroc Hotels and

Resorts spent $BO mil l ion restoring the

landmark property.

The rebui l t  hotel maintains much of

the '5Os f lavor. The soda jerk f l ips burgers

and prepares sodas and banana spl i ts the

old-fashioned way, and the Cafe ZuZu

serves wonderful 'SOs-style dishes, such

as the blue plate special,  chicken and

dumplings, and ' ! 's" meatloaf. Dessert?

Save room for Mom's apple pie (you'd

better, or l ' l l  tel l) .  l f  you real ly want a taste

of the '5Os, order the al l-American sam-
pler-a platter that includes a Rice Krispy

Treat, a Hostess Cupcake and . . . well,
y e s . . . a T w i n k i e .

The Hotel Val ley Ho is located in

downtown Scottsdale at 6850 East Main

Street; (48O) 24A-2OOO. (See hotel entry

for further information.)

breakfast, free coffee 24 l :ours a day, and
a re f r igera tor  and mic rowave in  a l l  rooms
The 65 rooms come w th  your  cho ice  o f
doub le ,  k ing- ,  o r  queen s tze  beds ;  a  few
rooms have been se t  as ide  as  su i tes .  Ask
about  go l f  packages.

NORTHWEST VALLEY

Best Western Inn of Sun City $$
11201 Grand Avenue, Sun City
(623) 933-8211, (8OO) 2s3-216A
www. bestwestern.com
There  are  p len ty  o f  shopp ing ,  d in ing ,  and
recrea t iona l  oppor tun i t ies  in  the  Sun C i ty
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area for tourists of al l  ages. P us, the recent
expansion of the Valley freeway system
makes t easier to get from Sun City to
o ther  po in ts .  Downtown Phoen ix ,  fo r
instance, 30 to 45 m nutes away. This Best
Western  has  96  rooms fu rnrshed w i th
e l ther  a  k ing-s ize  bed or  two queen-s ize

beds.  A l l  rooms were  remode ed in  2OO5.
The malor i t y  o f  rooms inc  ude a
mlcrowave, ref rgerator, an5j coffeemaker.
The nn  a lso  has  a  one- room k i tchenet te
wi th  one queen-s ize  bed.  A l l  rooms are  e l i -
g ib le  fo r  d iscounted  ra tes  fo r  those s tay ing
seven consecutlve nlghts or longer. The
two s to ry  mote l  has  a  swimmrng poo l .

There's also a complimentary breakfast.


